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not submit to Rome, no matter how Catholic its
faith might be. Thus, in addition to danger from
pirates, privateers, and men-of-war, an English
merchantman had to risk attack by any one who
was either passionately Roman or determined to
use religion as a cloak. Raids and reprisals grew
apace. The English were by no means always
lambs in piteous contrast to the Papal wolves.
Rather, it might be said, they took a motto from
this true Russian proverb: 'Make yourself a
sheep and you'll find no lack of wolves.' But,
rightly or wrongly, the general English view was
that the Papal attitude was one of attack while
their own was one of defence. Papal Europe of
course thought quite the reverse.

Henry died in 1547, and the Lord Protector
Somerset at once tried to make England as Pro-
testant as possible during the minority of Edward
VI, who was not yet ten years old. This brought
every English seaman under suspicion in every
Spanish port, where the Holy Office of the Inqui-
sition was a great deal more vigilant and business-
like than the Custom House or Harbor Master.
Inquisitors had seized Englishmen in Henry's
time. But Charles had stayed their hand. Now
that the ruler of England was an open heretic, who